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Abstract: This study examines the issue of peace and war in Islam and Judaism through a comparative theological approach. It aims to
clarify the effect of belief on shaping attitudes toward religious others and to highlight the essential differences between the Islamic and
Jewish conceptions in this regard.

The study proceeds from the premise that creed is a fundamental factor influencing conduct, and that the attitudes of nations toward peace
and war cannot be properly understood without tracing them back to their underlying doctrinal foundations. Accordingly, the study defines
peace and war linguistically and technically,introduces Judaism and its doctrinal foundations, and then presents the Islamic position on
war, showing that war is not intended for its own sake, but is legislated to repel aggression, protect religion, and secure the delivery of the
Islamic message. This is governed by legal and ethical restraints, such as the prohibition of treachery, the protection of treaty-bound and
protected non-Muslims, and the prohibition of killing women, children, and those not participating in combat.

The study also emphasizes that peace in Islam is a recognized principle whose continuity is sought whenever a legitimate interest is
achieved. Islamic law affirms the legitimacy of treaties and truces, obligates fulfillment of covenants, and establishes justice as a governing
principle in peace just as it is in war.

By contrast, the study addresses the doctrinal foundations influencing the Jewish conception of war and peace, most notably the claim of
chosenness and racial superiority, exaggeration regarding rabbis, breach of covenants, viewing the other with inferiority, and the association
of war in some of their texts with concepts of extermination and domination. It further explains that their concept of peace is often not
based on mutual justice, but tends toward a form of peace conditioned by superiority, submission, and the realization of Jewish interests.

The study concludes that the Islamic conception of peace and war is founded upon justice, the preservation of rights, and the regulation of
power by revelation and ethics, whereas the distorted Jewish conceptions reveal the effect of doctrinal deviation in forming attitudes based
on superiority, breach of covenants, and the violation of the rights of religious others.
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Library, Riyadh, 4th ed., 1425 AH.
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Al-Siyasah Al-Shar’iyyah (in Arabic), Abu al-Abbas
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al-Jawab al-sahih li-man baddala din al-Masih (in
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