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Poetic Evidence in the Qur’anic Exegesis According to Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 H)
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(Received: 18-04-2026; Accepted: 07-06-2026)

Abstract: This study examines the ruling on citing poetry in the Qur’anic Exegesis according to Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d.
241 H). The study adopts both inductive and analytical methodologies.

The research addresses one of the methods of Qur’anic Exegesis, namely interpreting the Qur’an through the language of
the Arabs, which is regarded as one of the most important tools and sources relied upon by exegetes.

The study is based on an examination of poetic evidence in Qur’anic Exegesis according to Imam Ahmad, followed by
a discussion of scholars’ positions regarding it, whether in agreement or disagreement, and finally a presentation of the
evidences and underlying reasons.

The study reveals that differing narrations have been reported from Imam Ahmad regarding this issue, and that Al-Farra
and others considered the prohibition of citing poetry in Qur’anic Exegesis to be the stronger opinion.

The researcher collected and responded to the evidences and objections presented by those who opposed the use of poetry
in Qur’anic Exegesis.

The study concludes that Imam Ahmad’s position reflects moderation in dealing with poetic evidence in Qur’anic
Exegesis, considering it one of the exegete’s interpretive tools.

The study further recommends examining the guidelines for citing poetry in Qur’anic Exegesis mentioned by Ibn
Taymiyyah in his Exegesis of Imam Ahmad’s statement.
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bin Mahmoud Abu Omar, Dar al-Raya, Ist ed., 1412
AH - 1991 AD.

Citing and Protesting with Language (in Arabic), by Dr.
Muhammad Eid, Alam al-Kutub, 19588 AD.

Linguistic Research Among Arabs (in Arabic), by Dr.
Ahmad Mukhtar Omar, Dar al-Ma’aref, Cairo, 1971
AD.

Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir (The Verification and
Enlightenment) (in Arabic), by Ibn Ashur, Tunisian
Publishing House, 1984 AD.

Al-Tamam (in Arabic), by Al-Qadi Ibn Abi Ya’la al-
Farra, edited by Al-Tayyar and Al-Madallah, Dar al-
Asima, 1441 AH.

Al-Tamhid fi Usul al-Figh (in Arabic), by Al-Kalwadhani
mahfiz ibn Ahmad ibn al-Hasan Abu al-Khattab al-
Kalwadhani al-Hanbali, edited by Dr. Mufid Abu
Amsha et al., Umm Al-Qura University, 1406 AH.

Al-Sahibi fi Figh al-Lugha (in Arabic), by Ibn Faris
Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariya al-Qazwini al-Razi,
Abu al-Husayn, Ist ed., 1418 AH - 1997 AD.

Taj al-Arus (The Bride’s Crown) (in Arabic), by Al-
Zabidi Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-
Razzaq Murtada al-Husayni al-Zabidi, edited by a
group of specialists, National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters, Kuwait, 1385 - 1422 AH.

Exegesis of Different Hadiths (in Arabic), by Ibn
Qutayba, Al-Maktab Al-Islami, 2nd ed., 1419 AH -
1999 AD.

Tafsir al-Tabari (in Arabic), by Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, edited
by Abdullah bin Abdul Muhsin al-Turki, Dar Hayr,
1422 AH - 2001 AD.

Sahih al-Bukhari (in Arabic), edited by Muhammad
Zuhair bin Nasser al-Nasser, Dar Tawq al-Najat, 1422
AH.

Sahih Muslim (in Arabic), edited by Muhammad Fuad
Abdul Bagqi, Dar Ihya al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut.

Lisan al-Arab (The Arab Tongue) (in Arabic), by Ibn
Manzur Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Ali ibn Ahmad
1bn Manzur al-Ansari, Dar Sader, 3rd ed., 1414 AH.

Ithaf al-Khira al-Mahara (in Arabic), by Al-Busiri Ahmad
ibn Abi Bakr ibn Ismail ibn Salim ibn Qaymaz ibn
Uthman al-Busiri, Dar al-Watan, 1420 AH.

Clarifying the Stop and the Beginning (in Arabic), by
Ibn al-Anbari Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Qasim ibn
Muhammad ibn Bashar al-Anbari , edited by Muhi al-
Din Ramadan, 1390 AH.

Tafsir al-Thalabi (in Arabic), Dar al-Tafsir, Jeddah, st
ed., 1436 AH - 2015 AD.
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Al-Azmina wa al-Amkina (Times and Places) (in Arabic),
by Al-Marzuqi Abu Ali Ahmad ibn Muhammad 1bn
al-Hasan al-Marzuqi al-Isfahani, Dar al-Kutub al-
Illmiyya, Ist ed., 1417 AH.

The Firsts (Al-Awa’il) (in Arabic), by Abu Hilal al-
Askari Abu Hilal al-Hasan ibn Abdullah ibn Sahl ibn
Sa’id ibn Yahya ibn Mihran al-Askari, Dar al-Bashir,
Ist ed., 1408 AH.

Al-Itqgan fi Ulum al-Qur’an (in Arabic), by Abd al-
Rahman ibn Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti, edited
by Center for Qur’anic Studies, King Fahd Glorious
Qur’an Printing Complex, Ist ed., 1426 AH.

Diftference in Pronunciation and Refutation of the
Jahmites (in Arabic Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn
Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, edited by Omar
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The Separation in Religions, Whims, and Sects (in
Arabic), by Ibn Hazm abu Muhammad Ali ibn Ahmad
ibn Sa’id ibn Hazm al-Andalusi al-Qurtubi al-Zahiri,
edited by Muhammad Nasr et al., Dar al-Jil.

Metaphor of the Qur’an (in Arabic), by Abu Ubaida
Abu Ubayda Ma’mar ibn al-Muthanna al-Taymi al-
Basri, edited by Muhammad Fuad Sezgin, Al-Khanji
Library, 1381 AH.

Majma’ al-Zawa’id (The Collection of Additions) (in
Arabic), by Al-Haythami Abu al-Hasan Nur al-Din
Ali ibn Abi Bakr ibn Sulayman al-Haythami, Al-
Qudsi Library, 1414 AH.

The Collected Fatwas (in Arabic), by Ibn Taymiyyah,
organized by Abdul Rahman bin Qasim, King Fahd
Complex, 1425 AH - 2004 AD.

The Abridgement of the Sent Thunderbolts (in Arabic),
by Ibn al-Qayyim, edited by Sayyid Ibrahim, Dar al-
Hadith, 1422 AH - 2001 AD.

Introduction to the School of Imam Ahmed bin Hanbal
(in Arabic), by Ibn Badran, edited by Dr. Abdullah al-
Turki, Al-Resala Foundation, 1401 AH.

Musnad of Imam Ahmed bin Hanbal (in Arabic), edited
by Shu’ayb al-Arna’ut et al., Al-Resala Foundation,
1421 AH.

The Draft in the Principles of Jurisprudence (in Arabic),
by Al Taymiyyah, edited by Dr. Ahmed al-Darwi, Dar
al-Fadhila, 1422 AH.

Musannat Ibn Abi Shaybah (in Arabic), edited by Dr.
Nasser al-Shathri, Kunuz Ishbilia, 1436 AH.

Meanings of the Qur’an (in Arabic), by Al-Akhfash Abu
al-Hasan Sa’id ibn Mas’ada al-Mujashi’i al-Balkhi
(al-Akhfash al-Awsat), edited by Dr. Abdul Amir al-
Ward, Alam al-Kutub, 1405 AH.

The Keys to the Unseen (The Great Exegesis) (in Arabic),
by Al-Razi Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Umar ibn
al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn al-Taymi al-Bakri al-Razi,
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-Arabi, 2nd ed., 1420 AH.

Language Measures (in Arabic), by Ibn Faris Ahmad
ibn Faris ibn Zakariya al-Qazwini al-Razi, Abu al-
Husayn, edited by Abd al-Salam Harun, 2nd ed., 1398
AH.

The Direct Goal in Mentioning the Companions of
Imam Ahmed (in Arabic), Burhan al-Din Ibrahim ibn
Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Muflih
al-Magqdisi, Abu Ishaq, edited by Dr. Abdul Rahman
al-Uthaymeen, Al-Rushd Library, 1410 AH - 1990
AD.

The Virtues of Imam Ahmed (in Arabic), by Ibn al-Jawzi
Jamal al-Din Abu al-Faraj Abd al-Rahman ibn Ali
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Al-Tahanawi, Muhammad bin Ali ibn al-Qadi
Muhammad Hamid. Kashshaf Istilahat al-Funun wa
al-’Ulum [A Dictionary of the Technical Terms Used
in the Sciences and Arts]. Edited by Dr. Ali Dahrouj.
Ist ed. Beirut: Librairie du Liban Publishers, 1996 AD

Al-Jurjani, Ali bin Muhammad al-Sayyid al-Sharif.
Kitab al-Ta’rifat [The Book of Definitions]. Edited by
Muhammad al-Minshawi. Cairo: Dar al-Fadilah, n.d.

Refinement of Answers (in Arabic), by Ibn Hamid Abu
Abdullah al-Hasan ibn Hamid ibn Ali ibn Marwan
al-Baghdadi al-Hanbali, edited by Dr. Abdul Aziz al-
Qaidi, Library of Science and Wisdom, 1425 AH.

Extraction of Hadiths of Ihya Ulum al-Din (in Arabic),
Dar al-Asima, Ist ed., 1408 AH.

Refinement of Language (in Arabic), by Al-Azhari Abu
Mansur Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Azhar ibn
Talha al-Azhari al-Harawi, edited by Muhammad
Awad Mur’ib, Dar Ihya al-Turath al-Arabi, 2001 AD.

The Spirit of Meanings (in Arabic), by Al-Alusi Abu
al-Thana’ Shihab al-Din al-Sayyid Mahmud ibn
Abdullah al-Alusi al-Baghdadi, Dar al-Kutub al-
llmiyya, Ist ed., 1405 AH.

Sunan al-Tirmidhi (in Arabic), edited by Bashar Awad
Marout, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1998 AD.

The Great Sunan (in Arabic), by Al-Bayhaqi Abu Bakr
Ahmad ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn Musa
al-Bayhaqi, edited by Dr. Abdullah al-Turki, Hajr
Center, Ist ed., 1432 AH.

Biographies of Noble Figures (in Arabic), by AlI-Dhahabi
Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman
al-Dhahabi, edited by Shu’ayb al-Ara’ut, Al-Resala
Foundation, 1405 AH - 1985 AD.

Explanation of the Principles of Belief of Ahl al-Sunnah
(in Arabic), by Al-Lalaka’i Abu al-Qasim Hibat Allah
1bn al-Hasan ibn Mansur al-Tabari al-Razi al-Lalaka’i,
edited by Ahmed bin Saad Al-Ghamdi, Dar Taybah,
1423 AH /2003 AD.

Tabaqgat al-Hanabila (The Hanbali Generations) (in
Arabic), by Abu Ya’la, edited by Dr. Abdul Rahman
al-Uthaymeen, King Abdulaziz Foundation, 1419 AH
- 1999 AD.

Generations of Grammarians and Linguists (in Arabic),
by Al-Zabidi bu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn
Ubayd Allah ibn Madhhij al-Zubaydi al-Andalusi al-
Ishbili, Dar al-Ma’arif, 2nd ed.

Gharib al-Qur’an (Strange Words of the Qur’an) (in
Arabic), by Ibn Qutayba Abu Muhammad Abdullah
ibn Muslim ibn Qutaybah al-Dinawari, edited by
Ahmad Saqr, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, 1398 AH.
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ibn Muhammad ibn al-Jawzi al-Qurashi al-Baghdadi,
edited by Dr. Abdullah al-Turki, Dar Hajr, 1409 AH.

The Healing Grants (in Arabic), by Al-Bahuti Mansur
ibn Yunus ibn Salah al-Din ibn Hasan ibn Idris al-
Bahuti al-Hanbali, edited by Dr. Abdullah al-Mutlag,
Kunuz Ishbilia, 1427 AH.

The Reconciliations (Al-Muwafaqat) (in Arabic), by Al-
Shatibi Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Musa ibn Muhammad
al-Lakhmi al-Gharnati al-Shatibi, edited by Abu
Ubaida Mashhur Al Salman, Dar Ibn Affan, 1417 AH
- 1997 AD.

The Walk of the Intelligent (in Arabic), by Ibn al-Anbari
bu al-Barakat Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn
Ubayd Allah al-Ansari al-Anbari, edited by Ibrahim
al-Samarrai, Al-Manar Library, 1405 AH.

The Points and the Eyes (Exegesis) (in Arabic), by
Al-Mawardi Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Habib al-Basri al-Baghdadi, known
as al-Mawardi, edited by Al-Sayyid Ibn Abd al-
Magsud, Dar al-Kutub al-limiyya.

Journal of the Saudi Scientific Association for the Arabic
Language (in Arabic), Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud
Islamic University, Issue 13, 2014 AD.

Journal of the College of Science (in Arabic), Volume
39, Issue 142.

An-Najah University Journal for
Research) (in Arabic). Issue 6, 1992 AD
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