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It can be considered the future of education: in Saudi Arabia — a sufficient study
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Abstract: The study aimed to explore teachers’ perceptions of the future of public education in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. A qualitative approach, grounded in a basic interpretive design, was employed due to its suitability for addressing
the study’s objectives. The study sample consisted of eight teachers (male and female in equal numbers), purposively
selected based on their expert-level professional status and their receipt of the Excellence Award for the year 2025,
in order to ensure depth of professional experience. Data were collected through open-ended interviews, and thematic
analysis was utilized to code the data and identify recurring patterns.

The findings indicated that teachers hold positive perceptions of the future teacher, conceptualizing this role as a facilitator,
designer, and supervisor of the learning process, committed to continuous professional development and capable of
effectively integrating digital technologies and artificial intelligence. With regard to perceptions of the learner, the results
revealed that teachers envision an active learner engaged in knowledge construction, integrated with digital technologies,
self-regulated, and equipped with higher-order thinking, analytical, and collaborative skills.

The study also highlighted teachers’ perceptions of the future educational environment, which they described as evolving
from a conventional, place-bound setting into an integrated ecosystem that harmonizes physical, digital, psychological,
and social dimensions, thereby fostering a safe and supportive learning climate. Concerning the future of curricula, the
findings reflected positive perceptions that transcend a content-centered focus toward a comprehensive understanding
encompassing learning activities, instructional strategies, and assessment methods.

Furthermore, the results demonstrated positive perceptions regarding the future role of educational leadership, particularly in
relation to empowerment and professional support. The study concluded that teachers’ perceptions constitute a central entry
point for understanding readiness for change and for reconfiguring roles and responsibilities within the educational system.

Keywords: Teachers’ perceptions — Future of education — Qualitative studies.
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