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The Evidentiary Value of Social Media — The Application "WhatsApp" as a Model under the
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Abstract:This paper basically highlighted: The authority of the social media as judicial evidence - “WhatsApp”
application as case study, according to the Saudi Evidence Law issued by Royal Decree No. M/43 dated 261443/5/ AH,
through its adoption mainly of the descriptive approach and then the analytical approach by studying the authority of
social media as evidence and limiting it to the WhatsApp application exclusively among other applications, by elucidating
the concept of social media and WhatsApp app, and subjecting it to the jurisprudential opinion, and originating it legally,
and identifying its judicial application, the research concluded that: the judicial evidence of WhatsApp application is an
authority if it is safe from tampering, and it was in accordance with the statutory conditions, otherwise it is nothing more
than a presumption that the judge can rely on and corroborate with other evidences to reach the judicial ruling, and that
the judge has discretionary power to choose between the acceptance of the proof of WhatsApp as independent evidence
in itself, or consider it a presumption of evidence, and the researcher recommended further study and elucidation of the
judicial novel matters associated with judicial evidence through modern e-applications.
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The Impact of Social Media Networks on Family
Relationships (in Arabic), Muhammad 1bn Su ‘id al-
Bishr, Riyadh, King Fahd National Library, 2018 AD.

Tabsirat al-Hukkam f7 Usal al-Aqdiya wa Manahij al-
Hukkam (in Arabic), Burhan al-Din Abi al-Wafa’
Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Farhiin al-Malik, Beirut,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyya, 1416 AH.

Al-Ta rifat (in Arabic), ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-Jurjani,
edited by Ibrahim al-Abyari, Beirut, Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, Second Edition, 1417 AH.

Judicial Organization in Islamic Jurisprudence and the
Saudi System (in Arabic), Nasir Muhammad Mishri
al-Ghamidr, Dar Tayba al-Khadra’, First Edition,
1437 AH.

Classification of Judicial Rulings in Islamic Law (in
Arabic), Shaykh ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘d
Al Khunayn, Dar Ibn Farhin, First Edition, 1434 AH.

Al-Tawdih fi al-Jam*® bayna al-Muqni® wa-al-Tanqih
(in Arabic), Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-
Shuwayki, al-Maktaba al-Makkiyya, Third Edition,
1419 AH.

Explanatory Notes on the Shari‘a Law of Pleadings (in
Arabic), Nabil ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Jibrin, Riyadh,
Dar al-Tadmuriyya, Third Edition, 1441 AH.

The Authority of Evidence in the Islamic Judicial System
(in Arabic), Baha’ al-Din al-Jasim, Journal of Islamic
Shari‘a Studies, Issue 37, 2021, pp. 171-194.

The Authority of Presumptions in Criminal Proof in
Islamic Jurisprudence: A Comparative Study (in
Arabic), Muhammad Ahmad Daw’ al-Tarhiini, PhD
Dissertation, University of Jordan, 1997 AD.

Al-Darari al-Mudiyya: Commentary on al-Durar al-
Bahiyya (in Arabic), Muhammad ibn °‘Alf ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Shawkani, Dar al-
Kutub al-‘limiyya, First Edition, 1407 AH.

Daga’iqg Ul al-Nuha Sharh al-Muntaha (in Arabic),
Mansir ibn Yinus ibn Salah al-Din al-Buhuti al-
Hanbali, ‘Alam al-Kutub, First Edition, 1414 AH.

Radd al-Muhtar (in Arabic), Ibn ‘Abidin, Beirut, Dar
lhya’ al-Turath, First Edition, 1419 AH.

The Authority of the Criminal Judge in Assessing
Electronic Evidence (in Arabic), Muhammad Ahmad
al-Manshawi, Journal of Law, Kuwait University,
Issue 2, Vol. 35, 1433 AH, pp. 515-568.

Social Media Networks and Social Change: A Study of
the Uses of the WhatsApp Application (in Arabic),
‘Abd Allah ibn Nasir al-Qahtani, Riyadh, Dar al-
Mutanabbi, 2019 AD.
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Ahkam al-Qur’an (in Arabic), Imam Ahmad ibn ‘Alf
al-Razri al-Jassas al-Hanafi, Beirut, Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, 1335 AH.

Judicial Jurisdiction in Islamic Jurisprudence with
Reference to Its Application in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (in Arabic), Nasir ibn Muhammad ibn
MishrT al-Ghamidi, Riyadh, Maktabat al-Rushd, First
Edition, 1420 AH.

Judicial Ethics: The Pearls of Verses on Judiciary and
Governance (in Arabic), Shihab al-Din Ibrahim
ibn Abr al-Damm al-Shafi7, edited by Muhammad
Mustafa, Damascus, Dar al-Fikr, Second Edition,
1402 AH.

Procedural Evidentiary Guidelines for the Saudi Law of
Evidence Issued by Minister of Justice Decision No.
(921) dated 16 Rabi‘ al-Awwal 1444 AH (in Arabic).

Al-Ashbah wa-al-Naza'ir according to the School of
Imam Abd Hanifa (in Arabic), Zayn al-‘Abidin
1bn Ibrahim ibn Nujaym, Beirut, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘llmiyya, Lebanon, 1405 AH.

Judicial Principles in Shari ‘a Pleadings (in Arabic), ‘Alf
Qara‘a, Cairo, Dar al-Muayyad, 1339 AH.

I‘lam al-Muwaqqi‘in ‘an Rabb al-‘Alamin (in Arabic),
Muhammad ibn Abr Bakr ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya,
edited by Taha ‘Abd al-Ra’iif Sa ‘d, Beirut, Dar al-Jil,
1973 AD.

The Importance of Digital Evidence in Criminal Proof:
A Study According to Saudi Regulations (in Arabic),
Nasir Muhammad al-Bugmi, Journal of Police
Thought, Sharjah Police General Command, Issue 80,
Vol. 2, 2012, pp. 15-75.

Bidayat al-Mujtahid wa Nihayat al-Mugqtasid (in
Arabic), Abi al-Walid Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Muhammad 1bn Rushd (Ibn Rushd al-Hafid), edited
by Muhammad Subhi Hasan Hallag, Maktabat Ibn
Taymiyya, First Edition, 1415 AH.


https://sjp.moj.gov.sa/
https://sjp.moj.gov.sa/

17-1

(5 smaal) YD Uil T Tad gl il g1 Gt~ e L) Joal il Jilas s A sl oy 55 0 as lle (bl

Contemporary Developments in Methods of Proof
(in Arabic), Ayman Muhammad al-'Umar, PhD
Dissertation, Graduate Studies College, University of
Jordan, 2002 AD.

Mu jam Maqayis al-Lugha (in Arabic), Ibn Faris, edited
by ‘Abd al-Salam Harian, Beirut, Dar al-Jil, First
Edition, 1411 AH.

Ma ‘Gnat UIl al-Nuha Sharh al-Muntaha (in Arabic),
Tagrt al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Futahi (Ibn al-
Najjar), edited by ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn
Duhaysh, Dar al-Khadr, First Edition, 1416 AH.

Mu ‘in al-Hukkam (in Arabic), al-Tarabulusi, Mustafa al-
Halabi Press, Second Edition, 1404 AH.

Mughni al-Muhtaj ila Ma‘rifat Ma'ani Alfaz al-
Minh3j (in Arabic), Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn
Muhammad al-Khatib al-Shirbini, edited by ‘Alf
Muhammad Mu ‘awwad and ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-
Mawyjad, Beirut, Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyya, First
Edition, 1415 AH.

Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an (in Arabic), al-Raghib
Abii al-Qasim al-Husayn ibn Muhammad al-Asfahant,
edited by Muhammad Sayyid Kilani, Beirut, Dar al-
Ma ‘rifa.

Al-Manthiir i al-Qawa‘id (in Arabic), Badr al-Din
Muhammad ibn Bahadir al-Zarkashi, Dar al-Kutub
al-‘llmiyya, First Edition, 2015 AD.

Mawahib al-Jalil Sharh Mukhtasar Khalil (in Arabic),
Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-
Hattab, Beirut, Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyya, First
Edition, 1416 AH.

Nayl al-Awtar min Ahadith Sayyid al-Akhyar (in Arabic),
Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Al al-Shawkani, Damascus,
Dar al-Khayr, Syria, First Edition, 1416 AH.

Electronic Means of Proof: A Juristic Study Compared
with the Saudi Electronic Transactions Law (in
Arabic), Muna bint Mahmid ibn ‘Abd al-Latif
Baraka, M A Thesis, College of Education, King Saud
University, 1431 AH.

Electronic Means and Their Impact on Proof (in Arabic),
Zayd ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Ibrahim Al Quriin, Scientific
Record of the Information Technology and Shari‘a
Sciences Symposium, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud
Islamic University, 1428 AH.

Al-Wasit fi Sharh al-Qaniin al-Madani (in Arabic), ‘Abd
al-Razzaq Ahmad al-Sanhiiri, Cairo, Dar al-Nahda al-
‘Arabiyya, 1964 AD.

16

Commentary on the Shar ‘a Law of Pleadings (in Arabic),
Ibrahim ibn Husayn al-Mijan, Second Edition, 1440
AH.

Methods of Judgment Agreed upon and Disputed
in Islamic Law with Reference to Contemporary
Criminal Evidence (in Arabic), Sa ‘id ibn Darwish al-
Zahrani, Jeddah, Maktabat al-Sahaba, First Edition,
1414 AH.

Methods of Shari‘a Proof with Juristic Differences (in
Arabic), Ahmad Ibrahim, al-Maktaba al-Azhariyya
lil-Turath, Third Edition, 2003 AD.

Al-Turuq al-Hukmiyya fi al-Siyasa al-Shar‘iyya (in
Arabic), Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, Beirut, Dar Ihya’
al- ‘Ulim, First Edition, 1423 AH — 2003 AD.

Al-Furiiq (Anwar al-Buriiq) (in Arabic), Ahmad ibn Idris
al-Qarafi, Egypt, al-Halabt Press, First Edition, 1346
AH.

Judiciary and Its System in the Qur’an and Sunnah (in
Arabic), ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ibrahim al-Humaydrl,
Mecca, Umm al-Qura University Press, First Edition,
1409 AH.

Qawa id al-Ahkam fi Masalih al-Anam (in Arabic), ‘1zz
al-Din ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abd al-Salam al-Sulami,
Cairo, al-Istigama Press.

Qawanin al-Ahkam al-Shar‘iyya wa Masa’il al-Furi'
al-Fighiyya (in Arabic), Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Juzayy al-Maliki, Beirut, Dar al-‘llm lil-Malayin,
Lebanon, 1979 AD.

Al-Kashif fi Sharh Nizam al-Murafa ‘at al-Shar ‘iyya (in
Arabic), ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Khunayn,
Riyadh, al-Rushd, Seventh Edition, 1441 AH.

Kashshat Istilahat al-Funiin (in Arabic), al-Tahanawi,
India, Calcutta Press, Second Edition, 1986 AD.

Lisan al-Hukkam fi Ma ‘rifat al-Ahkam (in Arabic),
Ibrahim 1bn Muhammad (known as Ibn al-Shihna
al-Hanafi), Egypt, Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi Press,
Second Edition, 1393 AH.

Lisan al-‘Arab (in Arabic), Ibn Manziir, Beirut, Dar al-
Jil, First Edition, 1408 AH.

Al-Mubdi‘ fi Sharh al-Muqni* (in Arabic), Burhan al-
Din Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Muflih, Beirut, al-
Maktab al-Islami, 1400 AH.

Al-Mabsit 11 Usil al-Murafa ‘at al-Shar ‘iyya (in Arabic),
‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Dar'an, Riyadh,
Maktabat al-Tawba, First Edition, 1430 AH.

Majmi * al-Fatawa (in Arabic), Shaykh al-Islam Ahmad
ibn ‘Abd al-Halim ibn Taymiyya, compiled by ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn Qasim and his son Muhammad, Beirut,
Dar al-Kutub al- ‘llmiyya.



17-1 (21448 n s - 22027 i) ALl 3 sl ol (1) 63l (1) 2280 (12) sl ((ISSN: 1658-6999) Ay o slall Jaill dlaa

dAnial) jalaal)

Boyd, Danah M., and Nicole B. Ellison. “Social Network
Sites: Definition, History, and Scholarship.” Journal
of Computer-Mediated Communication 13, no. 1
(2007): 210-230.

Castells, Manuel. The Rise of the Network Society. 2nd
ed. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011.

Turkle, Sherry. Alone Together: Why We Expect More
from Technology and Less from Each other. Revised
ed. New York: Basic Books, 2011.

Miller, Daniel, Elisabetta Costa, Nell Haynes, Tom
McDonald, Razvan Nicolescu, Jolynna Sinanan,
Juliano Spyer, Shriram Venkatraman, and Xinyuan
Wang. How the World Changed Social Media.
London: UCL Press, 2016.

Fuchs, Christian. Social Media: A Critical Introduction.
3rd ed. London: Sage, 2021.

Johns, Amelia, Ariadna Matamoros-Fernandez, and
Emma Baulch, eds. WhatsApp: From a One-to-One
Messaging App to a Global Communication Platform.
Cambridge: Polity Press, 2023.

Statista Research Department. “WhatsApp - Statistics
& Facts.” Statista, February 23, 2024. Accessed
December 31, 2025.

WhatsApp Inc. “About WhatsApp.” WhatsApp.
Accessed December 31, 2025.

17



	_Hlk166445870
	_Hlk166455743
	_Hlk166455863
	_Hlk166456943
	_Hlk166457084
	_Hlk166457607
	_Hlk166457853
	_Hlk120545903
	_Hlk120472826
	_Hlk120546020
	_Hlk120546096
	_Hlk166457977
	_Hlk166448798

