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The Effectiveness of Picture Books in Developing Peer Awareness of Autism Spectrum Disorder
in The Context of Educational Inclusion in Early Childhood.
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Abstract: This research aimed to investigate the effectiveness of using picture books within interactive oral reading
sessions in enhancing the awareness of non-disabled children about autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in the context of
early childhood inclusion education. The research adopted a quasi-experimental, single-group pre-test/post-test design.
The intervention was implemented through (10) interactive oral reading sessions, using two picture books centered around
characters with ASD, along with guided questions to facilitate dialogue and support comprehension. The research was
conducted in two primary schools in the Qassim region, with the participation of (44) first-grade students. To measure the
impact of the intervention, the Peer Awareness Scale of ASD in the Context of Inclusive Education was used. The results
of the paired-samples t-test showed a statistically significant improvement in the overall score between the pre- and post-
tests, with a large effect size (Cohen’s d = 1.20). This improvement was reflected in the increased awareness of autism
spectrum disorder among children in inclusive environments. These results indicate the importance of using picture books
interactively as a structured educational approach to enhance the effectiveness of educational inclusion in early childhood.
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