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The book Nahw al-‘Urf, entitled Qaniin al-Zarf, authored by Abu al-Karam al-Mubarak ibn
Fakhir (d. 505 AH) (A critical study and edition)
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Associate Professor of Arabic Language (Grammar and Morphology) - Faculty of Arts and Humanities
- Al-Baha University
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Abstract: This article examines and provides a critical and scientific scholarly edition of Nahw al-Urf by Abt al-Karam
al-Mubarak ibn Fakhir al-Baghdadi, known as Ibn Dabbas al-Nahwi. The importance of this work lies in the fact that
it represents the author’s second extant composition after al-Mu'lim f1 al-Nahw, having reappeared after long being
considered as lost. Furthermore, it constitutes a valuable historical document reflecting the efforts of scholars of the
fifth and early sixth centuries AH in the service of the Arabic language. Despite its concise size, the book remonstrates
considerable scholarly value, as it compromises seventy-two chapters and eight definitions encompassing the fundamental
objectives of grammar and key principles of morphology. The work is characterized by sound organization, coherent
arrangement, and careful classification. However, the author’s strong inclination toward literary style and rhetorical
embellishment occasionally results in obscurity of expression. The study concludes that Nahw al-‘Urf represents the
foundational text upon which Ibn Dabbas later based his work al-Mu‘lim fT al-Nahw, where he clarified its difficult
expressions and elucidated its ambiguous indications. The article recommends conducting further investigation into the
author’s remaining works, the identification of their remaining works, the identification of their manuscripts in global
libraries, and their critical editing and publication.
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