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The Image of Camels in Saudi Cinema: A Phenomenological Reading
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Abstract: This research examines the image of camels in Saudi cinema, based on Maurice Merleau-Ponty's phenomenological
critical reading. Its importance stems from the status of purebred camels in Saudi culture, and its scientific contribution
to the field of film criticism. It aims to reveal the phenomenological manifestation, cognitively and existentially, of the
Saudi cinematic image of camels through the following problematic questions: What are the procedural tools for applying
phenomenology to analyze the cinematic image of camels? How was the perceptual experience of the visualization of
camels formed in the cinematic world? How was the experience of existence in the invisible image of camels formed? As
for the research sections, they consist of a theoretical section on Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology of cinema, and
an applied section through the films of (Naqa, she-camel) and (Hajjan) camel rider: the perceptual experience of the visible
aspects of camels through description and narration, and the experience of being in the invisible aspects of camels. The
research concludes that the description of the cinematic visual concerns with the cultural impact of camels through camel
chant caller (hadda’), camel racing, folk poetry, proverbs, and oral tradition. The visual narration breaks the ascending linear
time and moves towards density and overlap between times. Moreover, living the experience is evoked by remembering the
invisible camels to reveal the states of attachment and existential anxiety..
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