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Intentionality in Language and Communication: An Analytical-Applied Study of Memoirs in
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Abstract: Abstract: This study develops an integrative framework for understanding intentionality in language and
communication among individuals on the autism spectrum by aligning John Searle’s theory of Intentionality and Speech
Acts with linguistic evidence from Naoki Higashida’s memoirs. It clarifies how mental, representational, and linguistic
forms of intentionality interact with perception as an intentional state within Autism Spectrum Disorder. Using an
analytical-applied approach, the study combines conceptual analysis of Searle’s conditions of satisfaction, the mind—
world direction of fit, and the Network and the Background with detailed applications from Higashida’s texts. The analysis
shows that communication difficulties do not arise from an absence of intentionality but from challenges in integrating
its types and timing their satisfaction. The findings indicate that specific alternative encoding techniques—such as the
alphabet letterboard enabling Higashida to transform mental states into written linguistic representation with illocutionary
force—alongside direct, low-ambiguity language, conversational settings with limited distractors, and additional time for
visual retrieval, reduce the mind—world fit gap and improve the conditions of satisfaction for individuals on the spectrum.
These interventions support successful speech acts—especially in writing—that achieve communicative goals despite
articulatory and contextual constraints, with educational and therapeutic implications for families and practitioners.
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