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Manifestations of Response to the Question of Well-being in Arabic Poetry An Objective
Scientific Study of “Selected Verses”
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(Received: 16-03-2025; Accepted: 31-08-2025)

Abstract: about one's well-being is a deeply human interaction among individuals, families, rel-atives, and loved ones.
At times, a person may even pose such a question on their own, seeking an outlet to articulate their emotions. In poetry,
the inclusion of this question adds an artistic and aes-thetic dimension to the poetic work. The current study, employing
both classical and modern poetic examples, aims to examine the various responses to this question from both an objective
and artis-tic perspective.

This is presented across two main sections. The first section addresses the manifestations of response to the question
in classical Arabic poetry, where it often appeared in the context of demonstrating resilience in times of hardship, as an
elevated human state overflowing with emo-tions and self-expression. The responses encompass menace or admonition,
particularly when the poet’s jealousy towards his wife is provoked; gratitude for asking the question, signifying appreci-
ation and loyalty; and notably, the confession of love. Once a lover is prompted by the question of well-being, he seizes
the opportunity to pour out his feelings of fervid longing and anguish of sep-aration, delighting in speaking about love
and his beloved.

The second section of the study examines modern Arabic poetry—an era characterized by di-versification and growing
complexity of human conditions and emotions. This environment en-couraged romantic poets to immerse themselves
in self-expression. Among them was Al-Aqqad who conveyed the tightness in his chest due to his profound love for his
beloved, and Kahlil Gi-bran who expressed a sense of disorientation and grief due to the loss of his beloved mentor, as
death evokes powerful emotions, through which the poet conveys the sincerest emotions. In Samih Al-Qasim’s poetry,
the question and its answer become one, reflecting the centrality of the Palestin-ian cause in the conscience of every Arab
poet. The works of Abdullah Al-Baradouni showed that poetry can be mightier than the sword, as he expressed his stance
concerning the Yemeni cause.

The study also discusses the contextual circumstances that influenced these poets, and their use of expressive language—
lexically, structurally, and semantically. The study concludes by iden-tifying the diverse poetic contexts in which responses
to the question of well-being appear: at times they are personal and self-expressive, and at others, they are realistic and
grounded in real-life ex-perience. It also highlights the use of sayings that are more like proverbs, and poetic technique
such as ellipsis and repetition..

Keywords: Manifestations of Response - Question of Well-being - Arabic Poetry.
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