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Abstract: This research attempts to shed light on the employment of the mask in Ahmed Al Saleh’s poetry ‘Musafir’,
taking his poem ‘al-Shanfard yadkhulu al-qaryah Layla’] as a model for analysis. It employs the descriptive-analytical
method within its theoretical framework and adopts an applied approach in its analysis of the poem. The importance
of the research stems from the significance of its subject, as it deals with the mask, which has received considerable
attention from poets and scholars and has even been considered a topic of significant scholarly interest for decades. It
also stems from another aspect, the status of the poet, who is considered one of the pioneers of modern poetry in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and one of the most prominent poets to employ modern techniques, including the mask. The
research is divided into two sections: the first is the theoretical framework, in which the mask technique is discussed and
its prominence analysed by tracing its roots, the factors that contributed to its spread and its transmission to contemporary
Arabic poetry. The second section deals with the text under study through analysis, focusing on the mask. The research
arrives at several findings, the most prominent of which are as follows: Al-Saleh succeeded in choosing the masked
character; consistent with the situation; he employed the mask in an artistically suggestive manner rich with implicit
connotations; and through the use of the mask, he opened the text to other arts, especially dramatic arts, thereby enriching
the text semantically and artistically.
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