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Manifestations of argumentative ethos in aicha bennour’s ( al-zanijiyyah)
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Abstract: This study seeks to elucidate the ethos of Blanca—the protagonist of the novel “Al-Zanjiyyah” (The
Black Woman)—as an effective strategy for affirming status, achieving acceptance, and establishing belonging. This
is accomplished through examining the tribal ethos as manifested in the collective perception of the Black woman,
a perception shaped by Blanca’s life experiences and social position. The study also explores the rhetorical ethos as
depicted in the novel, where both images harmonize and complement one another, each reinforcing the other.
Blanca’s Blackness, enslavement, suffering, and migration constitute foundational pillars in the effectiveness and
acceptance of her discourse. She alternates between appeals to power and appeals to values—at times seeking submission
and compliance, and at other times persuasion and acceptance. Overall, “Al-Zanjiyyah” stands as a prominent example of
the employment of ethos in literature, affirming the voice of the Black woman as a social and cultural agent, and revealing
mechanisms of marginalization and their resistance through narrative..
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