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""Atmah'' Darkness by Abd al- Jalil al-Hafez: A Study in Reception and Interpretation
Correlation of Threshold Centrality to the Narrative Space & the Context of Evoking
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Abstract: This research sought to highlight the relationship between the central threshold “title” to the event space and
these elements that exist outside of the event. The importance of this is what thresholds represent from the forward-
looking basis of the narrative act on its intensity in the short or very short story in particular, in addition to this beginning
and the state of anticipation, which it is transmitted in the beginning of narration in the mind of the recipient of act.
Furthermore, this attempt detects impact of the thresholds in the story collection “‘Atmah” by the Saudi writer and
storyteller Abdil Galil al-Hafez, in which the writer combined the models of both the short story and the very short story
in his collection, according to semiotic approach and support from the poetic approach in analyzing narrative models.
Perhaps, the most prominent purposes of the research is the relativity of the relationship between the central threshold, the
narrative space, the intertextuality of certain elements, and the textual narrative titles and the intersection among them, in
addition to raising expectations between the positive state or the break of expectation, including the state of surprise or
startling at other times.
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