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The Reversibility of the Administrative Decision and its Effects on the Saudi Legal and

Judicial System

Abdullah Fehaid Alsaab
Al Majmaah University in Majmaah
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Abstract: Administrative decision is a tool exercised by the administration to carry out its work, especially with regard to the progress of work to
achieve the purposes for which it was established, and which are derived from the law that granted it that authority. The basic principle is that
administrative decisions are effective from the date of their issuance. An administrative decision can not be issued while it includes a text that is effective
in the past. Regardless of whether these decisions relate to general organizational matters, or individual decisions related to personnel affairs. This is
done with the aim of stabilizing legal centers and ensuring the rights of individuals in their dealings with the government. Therefore, these decisions are
not tools that the administration uses whenever needed against those subjects to its authority and those who need its services to disrupt the previous
stable legal positions without justifications or legal documentations. Considering that natural justice is based on respect for rights that have been acquired
and obligations entailed. This is what the public interest requires, not to infringe on these rights so as not to undermine trust between the administration
and those subject to its authority. Rights acquired under a legal document should not be infringed. However, the exception to this is in accordance with
controls and conditions that do not violate the law hence it is not a tool used by the administration for anything other than what it was intended for. The
rule of non-retroactivity of administrative decisions is based on foundations including the stability of transactions, respect for legal positions that were
acquired and completed in the past, and respect for the rules of jurisdiction in terms of time. However, the exceptions to this principle must be to achieve
the common interest of society and individuals, but within the narrowest limits as not to deviate from the essence and content for which it is legislated,
because expanding the use of the principle of retroactivity may lead to go beyond the ordinary, which exposes the decision to invalidation and
compensation for damages which might arise from it.

key words: Administrative decision and its types, cases of retroactivity of the decision, the effect of the retroactivity of the decision, abuse of authority,
compensation for a wrong decision.
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