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Textual Thresholds in the Short Story Collection (A Knock on a Door)
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Research Summary: This research explores the textual thresholds in the short story collection ‘A Knock on a Door’ by Dr.
Sahl Al-Shar'an. It aims to highlight the writer’s mastery of textual thresholds, understanding their characteristics,
demonstrating their functions, and examining their impact on the recipients. It also investigates the influence of the thresholds
and aesthetic values added to this story collection.

The research is divided into an introduction and two chapters. The introduction provides an initial overview of textual
thresholds, their types, and functions, as well as a brief background on the short story collection ‘A Knock on a Door’ and its
writer. The first chapter focuses on the study of fixed thresholds, while the second chapter examines variable thresholds. These
studies employ various methodologies, including semiotic and constructional approaches.

The findings of this research indicate a clear manifestation of the function of thresholds in the collection as they fulfill their
designated roles. However, the presence of variable thresholds is relatively limited compared to fixed thresholds. The following
thresholds appeared: designation indicator and exposition only, while the thresholds of introduction, prelude, and dedication
disappeared.

Furthermore, the author has combined three didactic and awareness-oriented stories in this collection, which he called ‘A Knock
on a Door’ emphasizing their significance. It is as if he intends for these enlightening messages to knock on the door of every
family.

Keywords: thresholds, text, Sahl, story, semiotics.
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