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Abdicative Divorce restrictions and their Impact on Limiting Divorce: A
Jurisprudential Study Compared to the Saudi Personal Status System

Tariq bin Nayef bin Muhammad Al-Shammari
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Research topic: Restricting divorce, and its impact on limiting it, a jurisprudential study compared to the Saudi personal status
system.

*Introduction: Sharia did not make abdicative divorce lawful for every wife who wanted to leave her husband but rather made
restrictions besieging abdicative divorce. Therefore, divorce does not become lawful unless the restrictions were applied. There
is no doubt that these restrictions have an impact on limiting this phenomenon; this is why I chose the title of this research to
be “abdicative divorce restrictions and their impact on Limiting divorce” in order to identify these restrictions and to show their
effect in limiting the phenomenon of abdicative divorce.

*Results: Sharia law was keen not to part between spouses, but it allowed divorce when it was beneficial, hence legalizing
parting by abdicative divorce. However, sharia law made divorce difficult by placing restrictions on it, making it lawful in
extreme cases.
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