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Forensic Linguistics and its Application to the Judicial Systems in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Abstract :Forensic linguistics offers distinct additions in various aspects that are linked to skills acquired from the
fields of science itself and serve the judicial systems in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Forensic linguistics also contributes
to the personal status system by controlling words and their connotations, metonymies, and purposes, especially matters of
divorce, reconciliation, and wills. Forensic linguistics helps criminal investigators in collecting information and listening
to the defendants’ statements, as well as in analyzing the results of the investigation and hearing witness testimony and an
initial ruling on it. Training judges in forensic linguistics skills is among the things that enhances the excellence of the
Saudi judiciary and also helps in nominating distinguished people to the judiciary. Forensic linguistics helps notaries in
documenting contracts, controlling declarations, and overcoming any deficiency or defect that may accompany this
documentation. The forensic linguistics expert provides a statement to the judge during Sharia pleadings about the
testimony of witnesses, the areas that need interpretation, and the areas of contradiction in their testimony, as well as any
errors that may occur when documenting and writing witness testimony, which the judge may refer to when examining the
case. In addition, forensic linguistics helps check the authenticity of documents and detect any forgery, as well as the
correctness of their attribution to their owners.
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