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Zakat and social responsibility accounting: a comparative study
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Abstract: The aim of the current study was to make a comparison between al-zakat accounting and social responsibility accounting in terms of concept, scope,
measurement, and level of application compliance. The study found a similarity between social responsibility accounting and al-zakat accounting in terms of
the concept, as both concepts represent social responsibility aimed at achieving the public interest, but they differed in terms of determining the definition of the
concept. Al-zakat has been defined in a precise way that clarifies the concept, while Accounting for Social Responsibility has varied definitions. In addition, the
study showed differences in the areas of spending and diverging and varied areas of expenditure. As for al-zakat, it has been determined and limited to eight fixed
areas. In terms of measurement, the study showed a deficiency in finding an appropriate basis for measuring the elements of social responsibility costs and their
relationship to returns. As for al-zakat, it has identified standard indicators to measure its amount and did not specify a measure of returns because it is achieved for
society in general, such as increasing loyalty and belonging, solidarity, and redistribution of wealth, which provides security and stability. In terms of compliance,
the results showed that there is no agreement on the obligation of social responsibility, as the degree of obligation varies between companies and between countries
according to the nature of the activity of the entity. As for al-zakat, it is mandatory according to the text of the Holy Qur’an. This study recommends adopting al-
zakat accounting as social responsibility accounting and using its figh and conceptual framework in developing the intellectual framework for social responsibility
accounting.
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