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The Efficiency of a Training Program Based on the Medad Educational Platform in Enhancing
Reading Skills for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Upcoming College Students

Mariam Ibrahim Ghabban ) Huda Ahmad Al-Themari Ulaa Yassin Al-Barr
King Abdulaziz University

(Received 8/11/2022, accepted 15/5/2023)

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to examine the effectiveness of a distance training program in developing and enhancing the reading skills of deaf and
hearing-impaired university students. The study also examines how students feel about distance reading. The project attempts, both theoretically and practically, to
overcome the reading deficiency that stops deaf and hard-of-hearing students from continuing their university studies. Therefore, the study adopted two approaches:
the quasi-experimental approach of designing reading skills tests (reading comprehension, linguistic lexicon, and pictorial lexicon) and the descriptive approach.
A questionnaire was administered to the experimental group in order to determine their attitudes towards learning distance reading skills and measure the extent
of their acquisition. The sample included 15 high school graduates from Jeddah, Riyadh, and Makkah. According to the findings, university-bound deaf and
hard-of-hearing students improved their reading skills using a remote training program. There were statistically significant changes in favor of the post-test in the
average scores of the pre- and post-tests. Students’ attitudes about studying distance reading and the program’s benefits received high marks. The study found no
statistically significant variations between students’ average reading test results and attitudes toward distance reading based on hearing ability, gender, or age. The
study proposed the development of distance education programs for deaf and hard-of-hearing students. It was also suggested that these programs be incorporated
into scientific research in order to facilitate the exchange of knowledge and future development.

Keywords: reading weakness, foundation year, attitudes, reading comprehension skills, empowering deaf students.
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